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FOR THE RECORD
The Citizen Patriot will correct errors of fact.

There are no corrections today.

Breaking news 

updates, audio clips, slide 

shows and more at

Mlive.com/jackson

COUPONS: $80.00 worth in today’s paper

GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE PROFILES

Tough-talking Lansing mayor wants to be next governor

By Aaron Aupperlee
aaupperlee@citpat.com — 768-4927

orced to choose be-
tween milk and heroin, 
Joe Pritchard called his 
dealer.

After years of abus-
ing prescription-
strength painkillers — 

Percocet, Vicodin, OxyContin 
— it took the 39-year-old father 
of three only a week to develop 
a crippling heroin habit. He 
spent $80 to $90 a day on the 
drug, eventually stealing from 
family, friends and stores to get 
high.

The heroin addiction gripped 
him fast and hard. It surprised 

him. Within 
months, 
Pritchard had 
track marks 
on his arms 
— a junkie.

“The 
heroin was 
just so con-
suming, you 
know. If I 
didn’t have 
a gallon of 

milk in the fridge, and I had 
$10, I’d buy a pack of heroin,” he 
said. “There were times when I 
would actually be in the midst 
of shooting heroin, and I’d be 
thinking to myself, ‘I hope this 
is good enough to kill me.’”

Once confined to dope 
houses and dens, slithering in 
the seedy underbelly of Ameri-
can cities in the 1970s, heroin is 
now a drug abused by all ages, 
all incomes and all over. 

In short, heroin is back.
“And it is back strong in Jack-

son County,” Undersheriff Tom 
Finco said.

Between 2000 and 2007, offi-
cers with the Jackson Narcotic 
Enforcement Team, an inter-
agency anti-drug squad polic-
ing the county, made 22 heroin 
arrests. In 2008, they made 24 

In-depth coverage
The Citizen Patriot is taking an in-depth look at 
heroin’s resurgence and the destruction it causes in 
Jackson County.
TODAY: Heroin is back, and it is back strong in 
Jackson County. Once confined to dope houses and 
dens, heroin is now a drug abused by all ages, all 
incomes and all over.
MONDAY: Heroin kills. It strains families and 
destroys lives. The drug lands people in jail, rehab 
and the gutter. It killed a 24-year-old in May and tore 
apart a Jackson family of five.
TUESDAY: Beating heroin is not a option. Addicts 
struggle internally, knowing they will square off with 
the disease for the rest of their lives. Police chase 
the drug, its users and dealers without end, knowing 
heroin cannot be eliminated, just contained.

■ Heroin is a Schedule I narcotic, meaning it has a 
high potential for abuse, has no current accepted 
medical use in the United States and there is not a 
safe way to use the drug.
■ Heroin is an opiate made from the naturally 
occurring morphine found in the seed pot of the 
Asian poppy plant.

■ Heroin in the United States typically comes from 
Mexico, Columbia, Burma or Afghanistan.
■ Heroin can be a chalky white or brown powder 
or a black sticky substance known as “black tar” 
heroin.
■ Heroin has been commonly injected through 
needles. As purity has increased, however, it can 

now be smoked or snorted.
■ Heroin is typically sold in packs of one-tenth 
of a gram, enough for one use. Packs, also called 
bindles, can cost between $10 to $20 on the street.

— Sources: Jackson Narcotic Enforcement Team, 
Drug Enforcement Administration, National Insti-
tute on Drug Abuse

HEROIN’S HARDSHIPS — SPECIAL 3-DAY REPORT ON ITS RESURGENCE

HEROIN

Fast facts about heroin

Deadly 
drug
Overdoses 
in Jackson 
County since 
2005 could be 
as high as 40. 
See story on 
Page A3

Addictive drug that can shatter lives 
‘is back strong in Jackson’

F

Joe Pritchard smiles 
as he walks from 

the podium at drug 
court April 9. Even 

though Pritchard was 
in violation of his 

sentencing because 
of heroin use, he was 

happy that he was 
going to rehab. “It 
was the first time 
I had been honest 
in God knows how 

long,” Pritchard said. 

CITIZEN PATRIOT • NICK 
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See HEROIN, on A3

Today’s Opinion 
page is on A11
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By Chris Gautz
cgautz@citpat.com — 768-4926

During the auto industry bail-
out in late 2008 — as Detroit’s 
carmakers teetered on the cliff 
— Lansing Mayor Virg Bernero 
became a fixture on cable news 
networks, firing off accusations 

and talking points with torpedo-
like speed, and punctuating 
each with a shake of the fist or a 
pointed finger.

As he sparred with television 
hosts on Fox News, CNN and 
CNBC, he mounted a vigorous 
defense of both union workers 
and the automakers, while train-

ing his sights on greedy Wall 
Street executives he believed 
were actually culpable. CNN 
soon dubbed him “America’s 
Angriest Mayor.”

For many in Michigan, this 
was their introduction to the 
smart, laser-focused, fast-talking 
Italian. For those who know him, 

it was simply vintage Virg.
He’s been crafting his tech-

nique since he was a young boy 
debating the issues of the day 
with elders after Sunday dinner 
in the Bernero home. And he 
continued to hone those skills 
during three years as class presi-
dent at Adrian College when he 

led students in battles against 
the administration and city hall.

His rapid-fire speak became 
even more potent during his 
tenure in the Legislature, and 
later, as Lansing mayor, where 
he used sheer will, political skill 

BERNEROSee BERNERO, on A5


