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Heroin use linked to crimes in area, Waterloo police chief says
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chael Hirst. “It’s going to kill
you. That’s the bottom line.”

A two-year bhattle

A small stream runs be-
hind the Hirst home on Willis
Road in Waterloo Township.
Andrew and Michael built
the trout stream together,
clearing brush and carrying
hundreds of rocks to build the
banks. It was the one place
Andrew Hirst could go and
not be tormented by drugs,
his father said.

During the two years An-
drew Hirst battled addiction,
he drained an $8,000 bank ac-
count and sold his car — all
for drugs. He lost interest in
sports and friends.

He first told his parents
about his addiction in May
2008, and they put him into
rehab at Brighton Hospital,
a drug treatment center in
Brighton. His first stint lasted
10 days, the most his parents’
insurance would cover. Mi-
chael Hirst called 10 days of
rehab a waste. Rehab takes
months, he said. It can take
years, and it is expensive.

Ten days at Brighton Hospi-
tal cost about $6,000, Michael
Hirst said. When Andrew
Hirst later returned for a 30-
day stint, his father paid more
than $15,000. A 9o-day stay at
Harbor Hall — a residential
treatment facility in Petos-
key used by so many Jackson
residents that a group there
is nicknamed the “Jackson
Group” — costs $8,550, said
Terry Newton, the director.

Andrew Hirst went to re-
hab three times.

Eventually, he got in trouble
with the law, though while he
was clean he tried to help au-
thorities purge the Grass Lake
area of heroin and its dealers.
Andrew Hirst identified drug
houses and dealers for the
Jackson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. Later, he was arrested at
one of those houses by Wa-
terloo’s Cottrell, who did not
know Hirst had been working
with the sheriff’s office.

Cottrell received a tip that
someone in a house at the
corner of Baldwin and Sey-
mour roads was selling her-
oin. Cottrell camped out near
Seymour and Glenn roads
with a pair of binoculars and
watched. He saw a truck pull
up to the house, someone go
inside, come out, then leave.
Cottrell followed the truck
until it pulled off into a state-
owned driveway. Inside was
Andrew Hirst. After Cottrell
arrested Hirst, he got a search
warrant and kicked down the
door to the house. By the end
of the day, the dealer was in
custody, too.

“It was a good day’s work,”
Cottrell said.

Andrew Hirst pleaded
guilty to possession of a con-
trolled substance or para-
phernalia and use of a non-
narcotic controlled substance
and was given a year proba-
tion. With 10 days left on pro-
bation, he failed a drug test.
He went to jail for 9o days.

“He was glad he went to
jail,” Michael Hirst said. “He
thought he had beat it.”

He had not.

A family’s struggles

In Waterloo Township,

Circuit Judge Chad Schmucker speaks with Joe Pritchard, left, and other attendees at drug court.

Cottrell believes nearly ev-
ery burglary or theft is drug
related. Ones that happen
in daylight, he suspects, are
heroin related. Addicts steal,
write bad checks, sell scrap
metal, Cottrell said.

‘Any way that they can
think of to generate cash,” he
said. “Most of these people
are using $60 to $100 worth
of heroin a day to maintain a
buzz.

“That’s a lot of stealing.
That’s a lot of ripping off.”

Getting caught means her-
oin addicts most likely will
end up in front of McBain.
When McBain was prosecu-
tor from 1996 to 2002, heroin
cases were rare. Other drugs
— crack, cocaine, metham-
phetamine — crowded his
case files. The trend began
to change about a year and a
half ago.

“I can probably count on
one hand the number of
heroin cases
I saw as a
county pros-
ecutor,”
McBain said.
“Now, it’s
just  heroin
all across my
docket.”

Heroin-re-
lated burglar- PRITCHARD
ies are different, McBain said.
They are brazen. The addicts
are easy to catch. They go on
sprees, breaking into several
houses in a neighborhood in
the span of a few days. They
steal from people they know.

Joe Pritchard did. The 39-
year-old Jackson man, with
a wife and three children,
switched from abusing pre-
scription drugs to shooting
heroin in September 2009.
The drug eventually landed
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him in jail, then rehab, from
which he returned in July.

In 2005, Pritchard told a
friend he needed money for
gas to drive to work and back.
The friend handed over his
credit card. Pritchard maxed
it out, stealing money to buy
OxyContin. The two did not
speak for years. In December
2009, they started speaking
again. Then Pritchard broke
into the friend’s house and
stole his camcorder. He sold
it for heroin.

“I’ve now robbed, cheated
and stole from all those peo-
ple so they’re gone, out of
my life,” said Pritchard, who
recently completed a 9o-day
stint in rehab. “My social cir-
cle is people I've been in jail
with.”

His family stopped inviting
him to holidays and gather-
ings. When he did show, they
guarded their purses.

To put gifts under the tree
at Christmas, Joe Pritchard
and his wife, Melissa, decided
to steal.

They both wused, and
heroin had sucked away all
their money. It controlled
their lives, but the Pritchards
wanted a Christmas for their
three children. On Black Fri-
day 2009, they tried to walk
out of Sears in Blackman
Township with more than
$1,000 in video game con-
soles, phones, clothes and
other gifts.

“We basically wanted to
give our children a good
Christmas like we always have
in the past,” Joe Pritchard
said. “Too busy using heroin
to actually spend money so
we figured, you know, we’d
just steal it.”

The Pritchards stole more
than just gifts for Christmas.
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“I had a PSP and an Xbox
because I was going to sell
one to my heroin dealer and
give the other one to my kids
for Christmas,” he said. “If
I had been broke two days
later, the Xbox or PlaySta-
tion I had set aside for them,
I would have sold it to my
heroin dealer for heroin.”

They got caught.

Joe and Melissa Pritchard
pleaded guilty to first degree
retail fraud. Melissa Pritchard
was sentenced on June 24 to
270 days in jail and ordered to
pay $1,150 in fines. She served
14 days in jail then went into a
rehab program in Waterford,
Joe Pritchard said. If she com-
pletes treatment, the remain-
der of her jail sentence will
be suspended. She was given
36 months probation, a year
longer than recommended
by the probation department,
said her attorney, Phil Berke-
meier.

“I thought the judgment
was merciful and geared
toward treatment and less
toward punishment,” Berke-
meier said.

Joe Pritchard, already in
the county’s Drug Court Re-

covery Program, received 270
days in jail and $2,268 in fines
May 7. As part of his plea deal,
Joe Pritchard started a resi-
dential treatment program
at Harbor Hall, returning to
Jackson on July 12.

Heroin’s wide reach

“It consumes their life, and
it really screws their life up.
Their employment, family
relationships, their friends,
it just screws up everything,”
Jackson County Circuit Judge
Chad Schmucker said.

Schmucker, who has pre-
sided over Jackson County’s
Drug Recovery Court for 10
years, has noticed a dramatic
increase in the amount of
heroin addicts referred to the
program.

During a drug court hear-
ing one Friday in April,
Schmucker asked partici-
pants filling the courtroom
benches to raise their hand
if they were in drug court
because of heroin or any
other opiate drug. At first
no one raised their hand.
Then, as Schmucker coaxed
people, calling a few out by
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name, more and more hands
were raised. A majority of
those in drug court are there
for alcohol-related crimes,
Schmucker said. About 15 per-
cent have a heroin problem.

Schmucker noticed an in-
crease about five years ago.
He now sees about 12 heroin
addicts a year. Many need
in-patient, residential treat-
ment. Some flunk and end up
in jail.

Two have died, and the
deaths rocked the drug court
staff, Schmucker said. One
person in the program re-
lapsed soon after returning
from a 9o-day stint in rehab.
The man decided to shoot his
normal, pre-treatment dose of
heroin. After 9o days sober, it
killed him, Schmucker said.
The other person got high
and overdosed before head-
ing to rehab and died on the
way there.

Death is the ultimate
cost of a heroin addiction.
Schmucker has seen it. Mi-
chael Hirst knows it.

“Heroin first takes your
money,” Michael Hirst said.
“Then it takes your freedom.
Then it takes your life.”
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of Michigan, LLC
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